Another Atomic Power Plant or Conserve Energy?
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by students of Professor Steve McCarty

We will discuss building another atomic power plant or to conserve energy.

DIALOGUE:

A: Hi, I’m a citizen.

B: Hi, I’m the Mayor of Hamaoka City in Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan.

A: May I come in?

B: Yes, please come in.

A: Good morning.

B: Please sit down.

A: Thank you. Recently I heard a rumor.

B: What rumor?

A: Is it true that you will try to construct an atomic power plant in this city?

B: Oh, an atomic power plant. Yes, for this city.

A: Wait, wait! Are you crazy? This plan will cause us very big damage, won’t it?

B: No! 

A: If an atomic power plant is constructed in this city, our health will be threatened and it will be dangerous.

B: You don’t have to worry. Maybe you are not in danger from an atomic power plant.

A: Don’t say it like it’s an easy problem. This problem is very serious. Will it never harm us?

B: No, it won’t. The radiation is buried deep underground and protected by five walls.

A: Five walls?

B: In addition, atomic power doesn’t burn CO2. It is gentle to the earth.

A: Anything else?

B: If we build an atomic power plant we can get more money and increase employment.

A: Hmm, but …
B: What should I do to satisfy you?

A: First of all you should examine the mechanics carefully, and moreover you should take steps in case of a big earthquake.

B: OK, look at my plan. We will contribute to the community by using money from the atomic power plant’s profit. Are you satisfied yet?

A: Yes, but I worry about the plan. Do we really need another atomic power plant? For example, we could use water power or another alternative energy. Then we would not have to construct another atomic power plant.

B: Oh, but atomic power supplies 40% of the electricity in our daily life, so we can’t live without atomic power. But that isn’t the question.

A: What do you mean?

B: In Japan electricity demand is over the supply so we don’t have enough power for electricity. The most important thing is to conserve and not waste electricity.
A: That’s right. For example, turning off the light when a person isn’t in the room, or not leaving the TV on. And so forth.

B: Yes, that’s what it’s all about. We will try to do our little bit. If everyone conserved energy we wouldn’t need more atomic power plants.

A: Yes.

A & B: Every little bit of conservation helps our environment.

B: Today I had a good discussion with you.

A: Me, too. All right, good-bye.

